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later political careers.—Castlereagh dominated Lord Liver-
pool's Cabinet as Foreign Secretary and Leader of the Commons
(1812-22):
Helped to organise the overthrow of Napoleon ; represented Great
Britain at the Congress of Vienna, and carried on foreign policy during
the first years of the peace. Was held responsible for measures of
repression with which he really had little to do (Nipo).
Canning dominated Lord Liverpool's Cabinet as Foreign Secretary
and Leader of the Commons (r 822-27). (Prime Minister from February
1827 till his death in August of that year.)
Freed Britain from " European entanglements," but favoured the
liberty of Portugal and Spanish America. Was held responsible for
measures of domestic reform with which he really had little to do (§ 272).
foreign policy.—Castlereagh laid down the policy of refusing to
assist other Powers in putting down *' revolutionary " movements for
constitutional government.
He really pricked a slow puncture in the Holy Alliance at its first
Congress (Aix-la-Chapelle, 1818).
The fact that Canning went further and in several cases actually
supported the rebels was mainly due to the fact that in these later
cases British commercial interests were at stake.
E.g. if Portugal and the South American Republics had fallen under
the sway of France and Spain, British trade with them would have
suffered.
(In this matter there was not so much difference between them as is
generally supposed.)
No. 192.—REFORMS OF THE REIGN OF GEORGE IV.
First Period (1820-22). Castlereagh still the dominant influence in
the Liverpool Ministry : no reforms.
Second Period (1822-27).—(a) Canning the dominant influence in
the Liverpool Ministry (" The Enlightened Torils ") : Canning pur-
sues a " liberal " Foreign Policy ; (b) Peel humanises the Criminal
Law ; (c) Huskisson and Robinson reorganise the Customs tariff;
(d) the Combination Acts are repealed.
Third Period (1828-30).—The " Old Tories " in office again under
Wellington: (e) the Metropolitan Police established ; (/) the Test and
Corporation Acts repealed ; (g) the Catholic Relief Act passed.
Note that (d} was mainly due to a private member ; (/) was forced
through by public opinion; (g) was forced upon the Government by
fear of civil war in Ireland.
No. 193.—HUMANITARIANISM.
From about 1790 there was a great increase in philanthropic interest
in the welfare of the unfortunate. It was the outcome of two dis-

